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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
have my votes recorded on the House floor on 
Monday, February 2, 2015. Weather across 
the Midwest delayed my flight to Washington, 
DC until after votes had been called. Had I 
been present, I would have voted in favor of 
H.R. 361, H.R. 615, and H.R. 623. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, on February 2, 
2015, I missed recorded votes #51–53 due to 
weather-related travel delays. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were present: 

On Roll Call #51, I would have voted YEA 
(Passage of H.R. 361, the Medical Prepared-
ness Allowable Use Act). 

On Roll Call #52, I would have voted YEA 
(Passage of H.R. 615, the Department of 
Homeland Security Interoperable Communica-
tions Act). 

On Roll Call #53, I would have voted YEA 
(Passage of H.R. 623, the Social Media Work-
ing Group Act of 2015). 

f 

CONGRATULATING KNOX COLLEGE 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE 2014 
PRESIDENT’S HIGHER EDU-
CATION COMMUNITY SERVICE 
HONOR ROLL 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Knox College in Galesburg, Illi-
nois, on being part of the 2014 President’s 
Higher Education Community Service Honor 
Roll, the highest federal award that an edu-
cational institution can receive for its commit-
ment to community service. 

Knox College was one of four finalists in the 
Economic Opportunity Category of the honor 
roll. KnoxCorps works with the Galesburg 
Community Foundation to place students and 
recent graduates with local nonprofits that help 
promote economic stability and vitality in 
Galesburg. One student club on campus, 
Blessings in a Backpack, collected and distrib-
uted food donations to more than 150 school 
children throughout the community. Knox Col-
lege has also partnered with the FISH Food 
Pantry. The food pantry trains students to de-

sign their own service projects to help elimi-
nate food insecurity in their community. 

These are just a few of the many ways 
Knox College has worked diligently to better 
its surrounding community through innovative 
programs. This marks the fifth time in six 
years that Knox has been recognized on the 
President’s Higher Education Community 
Service Honor Roll. 

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Knox Col-
lege for its outstanding commitment to service 
and thank its students, faculty and alumni for 
making the Galesburg community a better 
place. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, inclement 
weather hindered my travel to Washington on 
February 2. Consequently I missed several 
votes in the House of Representatives. 

I would like to submit how I intended to vote 
had I been present: 

On Roll Call 51, the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 361, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On Roll Call 52, the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 615, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On Roll Call 53, the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 623, I would have voted 
YEA. 

f 

THE GLOBAL MAGNITSKY HUMAN 
RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY ACT: 
HOLDING PERPETRATORS AC-
COUNTABLE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on 
Friday my colleague Mr. MCGOVERN and I in-
troduced the Global Magnitsky Human Rights 
Accountability Act. 

In November of 2012, almost every Member 
of this House voted for the forerunner of this 
legislation, the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law 
Accountability Act of 2012, which was included 
in Public Law 112–208. The 2012 law focused 
on perpetrators in a single country, Russia, 
and authorized and required the President to 
list and sanction individuals who the President 
determined was responsible for the detention, 
abuse, and death of Sergei Magnitsky, as well 
as other gross violations of human rights. 

This law sent a strong message of personal 
responsibility by targeting bad actors, publicly 
naming and shaming individuals who commit 
horrific abuses. 

My new bill builds on these provisions and 
expands the law globally. It requires the Presi-

dent to determine when foreign persons are 
complicit in egregious, internationally recog-
nized human rights abuses or major acts of 
corruption; and then prohibits them from com-
ing to the United States, remaining in the U.S. 
if they are already here, or owning property in 
our country. Further, my bill will require the 
administration to publish their names in an an-
nual ‘‘Global Magnitsky List’’ unless there is a 
compelling, national security reason not to. 

Mr. Speaker, I think we can all agree that 
the U.S. should not provide refuge for those 
who commit human rights abuses. We can 
and should take away the privilege of U.S. 
visas that afford a measure of respectability as 
well as a quick exit for those who worry daily 
that they may be held accountable for their 
crimes against their countrymen. This bill will 
help bring human rights victims some justice, 
and deny perpetrators the respectability, mo-
bility, and wealth they crave. 

Specifically, the bill I introduced Friday ex-
pands and strengthens the Magnitsky law in 
several key ways, and keeps some of its key 
provisions: 

Like the Magnitsky law, it authorizes and re-
quires the President to sanction perpetrators 
of human rights violations, rather than simply 
allowing him to do so. 

The bill prioritizes violations against people 
who ‘‘seek to expose illegal activity carried out 
by government officials; or to obtain, exercise, 
defend, or promote internationally recognized 
human rights and freedoms, such as the free-
doms of religion, expression, association, and 
assembly, and the rights to a fair trial and 
democratic elections,’’ but it also allows for the 
sanctioning of individuals for heinous human 
rights abuses against other victims. 

It requires the President to issue an annual 
report—on December 10th, Human Rights 
Day—with the names of persons who have 
been sanctioned or were removed from sanc-
tions over the previous year, providing Con-
gress and the public with the opportunity to re-
view the implementation and impact of the 
Magnitsky List and to discuss who is or should 
be on the List. 

If the President decides to include a sanc-
tioned person in the classified section of the 
annual Global Magnitsky List for national se-
curity reasons, he will be required to list their 
country of citizenship and the number of peo-
ple sanctioned from each country. This infor-
mation will give us a better understanding of 
whether particular countries with many known 
perpetrators are being overlooked. 

As introduced, the Global Magnitsky Act will 
also require an independent audit by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office to ensure the 
provisions are being implemented effectively, 
efficiently, and as Congress intended. 

I urge my colleagues to help us continue the 
legacy of Sergei Magnitsky—the brave man 
for whom this bill is named—and cosponsor 
this legislation. Murderers and torturers, and 
their money, are not welcome in this country. 
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL EARL DEVINE 

HON. MARTHA McSALLY 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge Lieutenant Colonel Earl Devine 
and to congratulate him on his recently award-
ed title of Greater Sierra Vista Veteran of the 
Year for 2015. 

Earl graduated from Highland High School 
in New York in 1953. He went on to receive 
a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from 
Oklahoma State University in 1958. That same 
year, Earl was commissioned in the Army and 
rose to the rank of Captain in Air Defense Ar-
tillery, where he commanded a Nike Hercules 
missile battery. 

Earl was then assigned to the US Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam (MAC–V), 
serving as an intelligence staff officer and 
member of the MAC–V defense force during 
the Tet Offensive. He was then selected to be 
a test director for the newly activated Modern 
Army Selected Systems Test, Evaluation, and 
Review Activity. 

Earl was selected as the Operations Officer 
for the Current Intelligence and Indications 
Center, North American Air Defense Com-
mand and was responsible for threat assess-
ment of foreign missile launches and mission 
determination of foreign space launches. He 
completed his active duty as director of admin-
istration and logistics for an intelligence orga-
nization at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

After military retirement, Earl spent 19 years 
with the US Army Communications Command 
and successor organizations receiving numer-
ous sustained superior performance and spe-
cial act awards. 

Mr. Devine has been a member of the Si-
erra Vista Municipal Property Corporation for 
over 12 years and served as president for the 
last four. He is a member of the Southern Ari-
zona Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery Founda-
tion, American Veterans (AMVETS), the Be-
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the 
USA Lodge #2065, the Coronado Chapter of 
MOAA, where he served as Deputy Director 
for the past 19 years, and the election com-
mittee of Post 52 of the American Legion for 
the past ten years. 

The people of Southern Arizona owe him a 
great deal of gratitude for all he has done for 
Sierra Vista and the veteran community. Earl’s 
continued efforts to honor the brave men and 
women who served our country, often in times 
of its greatest need, are exemplary. He truly 
embodies the meaning of the word ‘‘service’’ 
and will have a lasting impact on the commu-
nity for generations to come. 

Through Mr. Devine’s efforts to honor those 
who served, he continues to go above and be-
yond the call of duty. For that, he has unques-
tionably earned the title of Greater Sierra Vista 
Veteran of the Year for 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Colonel Devine for being awarded the Sierra 
Vista Veteran of the Year and thanking him for 
his years of exemplary service to our country 
and Southern Arizona. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
no. 51, had I been present, I would have 
voted Yes. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
last night I was regrettably detained by a snow 
storm and missed votes. Had I been present, 
I would have voted yes on H.R. 361, yes on 
H.R. 615, and yes on H.R. 623. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
53 I was unable to vote because my flight was 
cancelled due to inclement weather. Had I 
been present, I would have voted yes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE UPDATE, 
PROMOTE AND DEVELOP AMER-
ICA’S TRANSPORTATION ESSEN-
TIALS ACT OF 2015, AND THE 
ROAD USAGE CHARGE PILOT 
PROGRAM ACT OF 2015 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
am introducing two pieces of legislation to ad-
dress America’s growing infrastructure funding 
crisis and looming transportation cliff. The rea-
son is simple: America is falling apart and fall-
ing behind. The American Society of Civil En-
gineers (ASCE) rated our infrastructure as a 
D+ and America, which once had the finest in-
frastructure in the world, was ranked 25th, be-
hind Barbados and Oman, in 2013. The fund-
ing mechanism for our transportation system 
has been broken for years, and the Highway 
Trust Fund will run dry in May. On the eve of 
peak construction season, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation will be forced to stop 
reimbursing states for highway and transit 
projects. The uncertainty is already causing 
states and local governments to put off or can-
cel much-needed maintenance, let alone new 
investment. 

If this sounds familiar, it’s because we’ve 
been here before. Since the last full six year 
surface transportation bill expired in 2003, 
Congress has passed 2 partial authorizations 
and 23 short-term extensions, most recently in 
August 2014. The federal gas tax, unchanged 
since 1993, has locked the Highway Trust 

Fund in a death spiral, and the search for nec-
essary revenue has derailed a traditionally bi-
partisan, consensus-driven policy process. 
Just to maintain current, inadequate transpor-
tation funding, Congress has had to borrow 
more than $65 billion from the general fund 
since 2008, in an increasingly desperate 
search for revenue in all corners of the federal 
budget. 

The gas tax, since it was last raised to 18.4 
cents a gallon in 1993, has lost nearly 40% of 
its purchasing power due to inflation and rising 
fuel efficiency. If the gas tax had been indexed 
to inflation in 1993, it would be at nearly 30 
cents a gallon. Instead, the gas tax is barely 
higher in real terms than the first federal gas 
tax, levied at one cent a gallon in 1932. We’re 
trying to fund 21st Century infrastructure with 
a Depression Era level of investment. It’s no 
surprise that we face Depression Era con-
sequences. 

The Highway Trust Fund will run an annual 
shortfall of more than $15 billion after 2017, 
and unless Congress acts, we face a drop in 
transportation funding of 30% over the next 
ten years. The situation is already dire—rough 
roads alone cost each driver an average of 
$324 a year, and the cost of time wasted sit-
ting in traffic will top $1000 per family by 2020. 
Further, the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers estimates that our deteriorating infra-
structure will restrict our national GDP growth 
by nearly $900 billion by 2020. 

The case for increasing our investment in 
infrastructure is clear. A recent S&P Ratings 
report suggests that every $1.3 billion invested 
in infrastructure would add 29,000 jobs, $2 bil-
lion in economic growth, and cut the deficit by 
$200 million. Two congressionally authorized 
commissions, the Simpson Bowles deficit re-
duction plan, and organizations representing 
business, labor, environmentalists, car advo-
cates and cyclists, all agree on the solution to 
solve the Highway Trust Fund crisis and in-
crease transportation investment: raise the 
federal gas tax. 

The UPDATE Act, which I introduced today, 
would increase federal gas and diesel taxes 
by a nickel a year, phased in over each of the 
next three years, and index those taxes to in-
flation. This would generate $210 billion over 
the next ten years, enough to make up the 
Highway Trust Fund shortfall and increase in-
frastructure investment by at least $4 billion a 
year. It would cost the average driver roughly 
$70 a year over the next six years, or less 
than 20% of what every American is already 
paying in vehicle maintenance, lost travel time, 
and carbon pollution. 

Increasing the gas tax is the only solution to 
our growing revenue crisis that is dedicated to 
transportation spending, sustainable for the 
long term, and is big enough to do the job. For 
the first time in years, it’s also politically pos-
sible. World oil prices have fallen nearly 60% 
since June 2014, and prices at the pump were 
at a six year low last week. More than 12 
states are now considering increasing gas 
taxes, taking advantage of low prices. 8 states 
acted to raise gas taxes in the last two years, 
including Wyoming and New Hampshire. A 
growing number of Senators from both parties 
and Democratic Leader NANCY PELOSI have 
signaled openness, if not outright support for 
raising the gas tax. 

The UPDATE Act will stabilize the Highway 
Trust Fund, and make sure that our infrastruc-
ture crisis does not worsen. The legislation 
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also affirms the sense of the Congress that by 
2024, the gas tax should be repealed and re-
placed with a more sustainable funding 
source. My second piece of legislation, the 
Road Usage Charge Pilot Program Act, pro-
vides research funding for states to explore a 
transition away from the gas tax to a system 
based on vehicle miles travelled (VMT). Such 
a Road Usage Charge system would be more 
fair, a more accurate reflection of road use, 
and more sustainable for the long term, as 
fuel efficiency increases and hybrid and elec-
tric vehicles rise in popularity. Questions re-
main about how best to implement such a sys-
tem, collect revenue, and address privacy con-
cerns. Congress should encourage states to 
answer these questions through pilot projects. 
This legislation, instead of tying America’s 
transportation system to the past, paves the 
way for the future. 

Addressing the infrastructure deficit, stabi-
lizing transportation funding, and helping 
America’s all-too-slow economic recovery is 
critical if we want a livable and economically 
prosperous country in the years to come. All 
we need to make it happen is a commitment 
to build the future together. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAJOR KRISTEN 
CLARK CASTONGUAY 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today I 
offer congratulations to Major Kristen Clark 
Castonguay on her recent promotion as an of-
ficer in the United States Air Force. A grad-
uate of Neshaminy High School in Langhorne, 
Bucks County, and Syracuse University, New 
York, Major Castonguay also holds a master’s 
degree in aerospace engineering from Penn-
sylvania State University. Kristen’s father, 
David Clark, and her uncle, Terry Clark, an Air 
Force veteran, inspired her to explore her in-
terest in rockets and space exploration. Major 
Castonguay believes she was called to serve 
for the greater good of the country and wanted 
to be a part of something bigger than herself. 
She was commissioned as an Air Force officer 
in 2004 and subsequently served on active 
duty in various Air Force bases in space pro-
pulsion and engineering supervisory positions. 
Major Castonguay currently teaches Rocket 
Propulsion and Space System Lab in the 
aerospace engineering department of the 
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland. I gratefully acknowledge Major 
Kristen Clark Castonguay’s dedication and 
many contributions to our country. She has set 
an example of diligence and duty and service 
for others to follow. Once again, I am pleased 
to offer my congratulations on her outstanding 
achievements and wish her continued suc-
cess. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on January 
28, 2015 I missed recorded votes #49–50 as 

I was returning from the presidential delega-
tion to India to support this important partner-
ship between our two countries. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were here. 

On Roll Call #49 I would have voted yes 
On Roll Call #50 I would have voted no 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
51 I had an unavoidable conflict. Had I been 
present, I would have voted aye. 

f 

HOUSTON, TEXAS RECOGNIZES IN-
AUGURAL MISSING PERSONS 
DAY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, Feb-
ruary 3, 2015, we recognize Missing Persons 
Day in Houston, Texas. 

There are few situations harder than when 
a family member or friend disappears. 

We cannot forget each and every person 
missing from our community. 

And help families, law enforcement, and 
community organizations raise awareness. 

Today, we keep the hope alive that young 
people like Ali Lowitzer will return home. 

Today is Ali’s 21st birthday. 
She went missing almost 5 years ago in 

April 2010 nearby her home in Spring, Texas. 
She got off the bus after school and headed 

to work. 
And she hasn’t been heard from since. 
Her family will not stop until she is found. 
We join them in staying vigilant. 
Citizens should report sightings and sus-

picious activity to law enforcement, Crime 
Stoppers or the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children. 

All of these groups are partners in solving 
crimes. 

One never knows when a report will end in 
a missing person returning to their family. 

Ali’s mother, Jo Ann, and her family are to 
be commended for raising the profile on this 
serious issue in Houston and providing sup-
port to other families. 

We pray that Ali’s mother, father, and broth-
er and all those whose loved ones are missing 
will soon be reunited as a complete family. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present during roll call vote numbers 51, 52, 
and 53 on February 2, 2015, due to a flight 
cancellation. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted: 

On roll call vote no. 51 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 52 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 53 I would have voted 
YES. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS 
EQUAL ACCESS ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
am introducing the bipartisan Veterans Equal 
Access Act along with my colleagues DANA 
ROHRABACHER, WALTER JONES, JUSTIN AMASH, 
TOM REED, RICHARD HANNA, DINA TITUS, SAM 
FARR and JARED POLIS, which will allow Vet-
erans Health Administration physicians to rec-
ommend medical marijuana to their patients in 
states where it is legal. 

Twenty-three states and the District of Co-
lumbia have passed laws that provide for legal 
access to medical marijuana. As a result, well 
over one million patients across the country, 
including many veterans, now use medical 
marijuana at the recommendation of their phy-
sician to treat conditions ranging from sei-
zures, glaucoma, anxiety, chronic pain, and 
nausea. 

There are also nine states and the District 
of Columbia that now allow physicians to rec-
ommend medical marijuana for the symptoms 
of Post-Traumatic Stress (PTS), due to a 
growing body of anecdotal evidence sug-
gesting that marijuana offers relief when noth-
ing else has. 

While outdated federal barriers often pre-
vent the research necessary to develop mari-
juana into an FDA approved drug, states have 
heard from their citizens, including veterans 
suffering from PTS, that marijuana is helping 
them now, and have adjusted their laws. 

Despite this growing state availability of 
medical marijuana, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) prohibits VA medical pro-
viders from completing forms brought by their 
patients seeking recommendations or opinions 
regarding participation in a state marijuana 
program. 

The Veterans Equal Access Act would re-
quire the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to au-
thorize physicians and other health care work-
ers employed by the VA to provide rec-
ommendations and opinions regarding the par-
ticipation of a veteran in a state medical mari-
juana program. This includes authorizing them 
to fill out any forms involved in the process of 
recommending medical marijuana. 

Veterans should not be forced outside of the 
VA system to seek a treatment that is legal in 
their state. VA physicians should not be de-
nied the ability to offer a recommendation they 
think may meet the needs of their patient. I 
hope my colleagues will join me in supporting 
this effort. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
no. 52, had I been present, I would have 
voted Yes. 

f 

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
OF EULESS CITY MANAGER 
GARY MCKAMIE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Gary McKamie who retired as the 
Euless City Manager on January 31, 2015. 
Gary has spent the last 42 years serving the 
City of Euless, and I am privileged to highlight 
his astonishing career. 

Gary McKamie began his career with the 
City of Euless in 1973 as a public safety dis-
patcher. He worked in several positions in the 
Euless Police Department where he rose 
through the ranks as a Patrol Officer, Detec-
tive, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Assistant Police 
Chief and, ultimately, as Chief of Police for six 
years beginning in 1993. 

As the Chief of Police, Gary McKamie was 
instrumental in executing several community 
projects which included the passage of the 
criminal tax, establishment of the Citizen’s Po-
lice Academy, conducting town hall meetings 
and assisting with the development of the po-
lice and courts facility. 

In 1999, Gary McKamie became the Deputy 
City Manager in Euless and served in that ca-
pacity for eight years. He was then appointed 
City Manager in 2007. As City Manager, Gary 
oversaw major commercial development 
projects in Euless including Glade Parks and 
the Riverwalk. Both projects were successfully 
completed to maintain the charm of the com-
munity while protecting the natural scenery 
that defines Euless. He led significant initia-
tives to improve water conservation, such as 
the Reclaimed Water Project, which delivers 
recycled water for irrigation use in northeast 
Euless. During his tenure as City Manager, 
Gary was successful in maintaining a conserv-
ative budget, allowing Euless to remain in a 
strong financial position. 

Gary McKamie and his wife, Paula, have 
been married for 40 years. They have three 
sons: Blake, Brant and Blane, and six grand-
children: Kylar, Kaylee, Kelsie, Jaxon, Addie 
and Annabelle. 

Gary McKamie’s leadership in Euless will be 
missed, but his impact on the city will always 
be remembered. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to ask all of my distinguished colleagues to 
join me in thanking Gary McKamie for his 42 
years of public service with the City of Euless. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
52 I was unable to vote because my flight was 
cancelled due to inclement weather. Had I 
been present, I would have voted yes. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
52 I had an unavoidable conflict. Had I been 
present, I would have voted AYE. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 80TH 
BIRTHDAY OF MAJOR GENERAL 
[RET.] GERALD G. WATSON 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize my friend, Major Gen-
eral (Ret.) Gerald G. Watson, in honor of his 
80th birthday. 

Watson graduated from Trinity University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in chem-
istry. He was designated a distinguished mili-
tary graduate and received a regular Army 
commission in the U.S. Army Chemical Corps. 
He went on to earn a Master of Science in lo-
gistics systems analysis from the Air Force In-
stitute of Technology. His military education in-
cluded the Artillery Officers Basic Course, the 
Chemical Officers Advanced Course, the Army 
Command and General Staff College and the 
U.S. Army War College. 

During Watson’s extensive military career, 
he served as the first chemical operations offi-
cer in the Military Assistance Command in 
Vietnam, where he directed the U.S. Air Force 
‘‘Ranch Hand’’ operations, involving the chem-
ical defoliation program. Most of his missions 
were flown in a craft nicknamed ‘‘Patches,’’ 
due to the vessel having endured more than 
500 direct hits from enemy ground fire. Under 
his leadership, the defoliation program suc-
cessfully resulted in over a 90 percent reduc-
tion in ambushes from Vietcong forces in 
South Vietnam. 

Watson directed the construction and oper-
ation of the first two large scale chemical 
weapons demilitarization facilities while serv-
ing as Commander of Rocky Mountain Arse-
nal. During this time, 7,000 tons of chemical 
warfare agents were successfully destroyed. 

He oversaw the development of the Army’s 
plan for the destruction of its biological weap-
ons stockpile. Later, he served as Program 
Manager to see the plans be carried out and 
the biological weapons sufficiently eliminated. 

In the office of the Army’s deputy Chief-of- 
Staff for Operations, Watson spearheaded the 
re-establishment of the U.S. Army Chemical 
Corps while acting as Director of the Nuclear, 

Biological and Chemical Operations Division. 
He also served as the Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral for the U.S. Army, where he contributed 
greatly to the Army’s world-wide readiness. 

Following that assignment, Watson was pro-
moted to Brigadier General, and assigned as 
the Commandant, U.S. Army Chemical School 
where he was responsible for the development 
of the U.S. Army Chemical Corps’ operational 
doctrine and material requirements. As Com-
manding General, he was responsible for the 
officer and enlisted personnel training activities 
to include the approval of the first chemical 
live agent training facility in the free world. 
During this time, he was responsible for con-
ducting officer and enlisted basic and ad-
vanced training for approximately 3,000 offi-
cers, 25,000 NCOs and enlisted personnel per 
year. 

Selected to be the Director of the Defense 
Nuclear Agency in 1989, Watson was respon-
sible for conducting underground nuclear 
weapons tests to determine the equipment 
and personnel’s survivability and vulnerability 
to withstand the environment created by nu-
clear weapons. 

Watson served as General Manager and 
President of Teledyne-Commodore LLC after 
retiring from active duty. From 1998–2009, he 
acted as senior advisor to the Vice President 
for Research at Auburn University. He has 
served on the Board of Directors of Science 
Engineering Services, Inc., as well as the 
Board of Directors of the Community Founda-
tion of Calhoun County. General Watson has 
also completed his third term as a member of 
the Vestry of St. Michael’s and All Angels in 
Anniston, Alabama. 

Currently, he continues to serve as a senior 
consultant in a range of issues including do-
mestic preparedness, fuel cell technology, 
chemical and biological sensors, automotive 
manufacturing technology and canine olfactory 
technology. Watson is engaged in support of 
areas relating to the domestic preparedness of 
first responders and to acts of terrorism involv-
ing weapons of mass destruction. 

Although his birthday is on February 19th, a 
surprise celebration will be held on February 
21st at Classic on Noble in Anniston, Ala-
bama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
Major General (Ret.) Gerald Watson on this 
milestone, and thanking him for his out-
standing service to our country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to state that I was unable to be in 
Washington on February 2nd for votes due to 
inclement weather that impacted travel 
throughout the Midwest and Northeast. 

If I had been able to vote yesterday, I would 
have voted as follows: 

On passage of H.R. 361, the Medical Pre-
paredness Allowable Use Act, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On passage of H.R. 615, the Department of 
Homeland Security Interoperable Communica-
tions Act, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On passage of H.R. 623, the Social Media 
Working Group Act of 2015, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on Janu-
ary 27, 2015, on Roll Call #46 on H. Res. 48, 
Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
351) to provide for expedited approval of ex-
portation of natural gas, and for other pur-
poses, I am not recorded because I was ab-
sent for medical reasons. Had I been present, 
I would have voted NAY. 

On January 27, 2015, on Roll Call #47 on 
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass 
H.R. 469—Strengthening Child Welfare Re-
sponse to Trafficking Act of 2015, I am not re-
corded because I was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On January 27, 2015, on Roll Call #48 on 
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass 
H.R. 246—To improve the response to victims 
of child sex trafficking, I am not recorded be-
cause I was absent for medical reasons. Had 
I been present, I would have voted YEA. 

On January 28, 2015, on Roll Call #49 on 
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 351, 
I am not recorded because I was absent for 
medical reasons. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA. 

On January 28, 2015, on Roll Call #50 on 
Passage of H.R. 351—LNG Permitting Cer-
tainty and Transparency Act, I am not re-
corded because I was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for votes on February 2, 2015 be-
cause of a serious illness in my family. Had I 
been present, I would have voted: 

Roll Call #51—Yea 
Roll Call #52—Yea 
Roll Call #53—Yea 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LUKE 
WAGNER ADAMS 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life and service of Luke 
Wagner Adams. Luke was a beloved member 
of the Queens community, who recently 
passed away at 76 years of age. 

A longtime Queens resident, Luke settled in 
Sunnyside as a young man and quickly be-
came one of the community’s most well-known 
activists. One of Luke’s enduring legacies was 
his leadership at the helm of the Gateway 
Restoration Project, which led to the creation 
of Sunnyside’s most iconic symbol, the Sunny-
side Arch. Luke led the charge on a number 

of additional projects to improve Sunnyside as 
a prominent member of the Sunnyside Cham-
ber of Commerce, Sunnyside/Woodside Lions 
Club, Sunnyside Kiwanis Club, and Sunnyside 
Artists. In recognition of his long list of accom-
plishments, the Sunnyside Chamber of Com-
merce and Sunnyside Artists’ annual ‘Luke 
Adams Sunnysider of the Year’ award was 
named in his honor. 

Luke will forever be known not only for his 
love for his community, but also for his gen-
erosity and selflessness. Luke’s loyalty to his 
friends and community was unmatched, and 
he was willing to go above and beyond for 
those who asked him for help. Whether it was 
raising money for the hungry, being the first to 
welcome a newcomer to the neighborhood, or 
ensuring that others who joined him in his 
civic engagement received proper recognition, 
Luke was the most humble and genuine per-
son one could come across. 

Luke was immensely proud of his commu-
nity, and dedicated his life to making his 
neighborhood a better place. Mr. Speaker, 
Luke’s commitment to Queens is, and will con-
tinue to be, an inspiration to all of us. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the life and 
legacy of Luke Wagner Adams. May he rest in 
peace. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
no. 53, had I been present, I would have 
voted Yes. 

f 

SANTA ANA COLLEGE 
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of a spe-
cial institution in my district, Santa Ana Col-
lege, which celebrates its 100th year of being 
a flagship in higher education. 

Through innovative teaching methods and a 
commitment to community involvement, Santa 
Ana College has proven to be a quality edu-
cation to the students of Orange County. 

Santa Ana College was recently chosen as 
one of fifteen California Community Colleges 
to offer a four year degree. 

In addition to hosting regular community 
fairs aimed at providing resources for vet-
erans, Santa Ana College was also rewarded 
a $250,000 grant to assist military veterans 
develop the academic skills needed to suc-
ceed in college-level courses. 

Santa Ana College does not just boast a 
high involvement among veterans, but is con-
tinuously recognized as one of the top asso-
ciate degree producers for minorities in the 
nation. 

I would like to congratulate Santa Ana Col-
lege for 100 years of overall excellence and 
service to my district. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on February 2, 
2015 I missed recorded votes #51–53 as I 
was delayed en-route to Washington by in-
clement weather. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were here: 

On Roll Call #51 I would have voted yea. 
On Roll Call #52 I would have voted yea. 
On Roll Call #53 I would have voted yea. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, on February 
2, 2015, I missed several votes due to weath-
er. I missed recorded votes #51–53. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were present. 

On Roll Call #51, I would have voted YEA. 
On Roll Call #52, I would have voted YEA. 
On Roll Call #53, I would have voted YEA. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today regarding three missed votes due to 
inclement weather on Monday, February 2, 
2015. Had I been present for roll call vote 
number 51, H.R. 361, the Medical Prepared-
ness Allowable Use Act, I would have voted 
‘‘yay.’’ Had I been present for roll call vote 
number 52, H.R. 615, the Department of 
Homeland Security Interoperable Communica-
tions Act, I would have voted ‘‘yay.’’ Had I 
been present for roll call vote number 53, H.R. 
623, the Social Media Working Group Act of 
2015, I would have voted ‘‘yay.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SACRA- 
MENTO’S BUSINESS LEADERS 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the many outstanding Sacramento 
business leaders being honored at the Sac-
ramento Metropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce’s 120th annual dinner and business 
awards ceremony. Those being honored are 
dedicated to the success of the Sacramento 
Region and have worked tirelessly to advance 
the region’s economic vitality. I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring these fine 
Sacramentans. 

Mark Friedman, President of the Fulcrum 
Property Group, has been named 
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‘‘Sacramentan of the Year.’’ An accomplished 
businessman, he has led many community ori-
ented projects throughout the region, including 
the current transformation of Downtown Plaza 
into the new sports and entertainment com-
plex that will help revitalize the core of our 
city. He is also a civic leader and an active 
supporter of the arts and higher education. Mr. 
Friedman is part of the UC Davis Chancellor’s 
Cabinet for the $1 Billion Comprehensive Cap-
ital Campaign and serves on the boards of the 
UC Davis School of Education and the 
M.I.N.D. Institute. 

Mary Rotelli, Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Teichert, Inc., has 
been named the ‘‘Business Woman of the 
Year.’’ Ms. Rotelli is very involved in the com-
munity and was recently appointed by Gov-
ernor Brown to the California Public Works 
Contract Arbitration Committee. She is also a 
member of the California Transportation Foun-
dation and the National Readymix Concrete 
Association. Ms. Rotelli helped found the Cap-
ital Region Family Business Center, an organi-
zation that helps family businesses meet their 
unique needs. 

Eric Stille, President and CEO of Nugget 
Markets, has been named the ‘‘Businessman 
of the Year.’’ The local, family-owned chain is 
a grocery industry leader and the company 
has been recognized as being one of the ‘‘100 
Best Companies to Work For’’ by Fortune 
Magazine. 

California Clothing Recyclers, a company 
that exports used clothing thereby reducing 
landfills, has been named ‘‘Small Business of 
the Year.’’ Erica Taylor, Vice President and 
Communications and Community Relations Di-
rector for Five Star Bank, who holds leader-
ship positions in various organizations and 
was one of the Sacramento Business Jour-
nal’s ‘‘Top 40 Under 40’’ in 2012, has been 
named ‘‘Metro Edge Young Professional of the 
Year.’’ Emilie Cameron, Senior Public Rela-
tions Manager for 3fold Communications, is 
being recognized for her many philanthropic 
endeavors as ‘‘Volunteer of the Year.’’ Ellie 
Shaw, President of Shaw Media Consulting, 
whose company helps guide online commu-
nication for small businesses and who is an 
avid volunteer for the Chamber, is being 
named ‘‘Ambassador of the Year.’’ Warren 
Smith, President of Sacramento Republic FC, 
is being honored for his efforts to infuse pro-
fessional soccer in the Sacramento area with 
the ‘‘Peter McCuen Award for Civic Entre-
preneurs.’’ These awards could not go to more 
deserving Sacramentans. 

Dignity Health, Los Rios Community College 
District, and the Van Vleck Ranch are the in-
ductees into the ‘‘Sacramento Business Hall of 
Fame’’ for their significant contributions to the 
Sacramento Region. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
these individuals and businesses for their con-
tributions to the Sacramento Region. I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in honoring them for 
their unwavering commitment to our region. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
53, I had an unavoidable conflict. Had I been 
present, I would have voted AYE. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on Janu-
ary 21, 2015, on Roll Call #38 on Ordering the 
Previous Question for H. Res. 38, I am not re-
corded because I was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY. 

On January 21, 2015, on Roll Call #39 on 
H. Res. 38, Providing for consideration of H.R. 
161, the Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting Re-
form Act; and providing for consideration of 
H.R. 36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Pro-
tection Act, I am not recorded because I was 
absent for medical reasons. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY. 

On January 21, 2015, on Roll Call #40 on 
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 161, 
I am not recorded because I was absent for 
medical reasons. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA. 

On January 21, 2015, on Roll Call #41 on 
Passage of H.R. 161—Natural Gas Pipeline 
Permitting Reform Act, I am not recorded be-
cause I was absent for medical reasons. Had 
I been present, I would have voted NAY. 

On January 22, 2015, on Roll Call #42 on 
Ordering the Previous Question for H. Res. 
42, I am not recorded because I was absent 
for medical reasons. Had I been present, I 
would have voted NAY. 

On January 22, 2015, on Roll Call #43 on 
H. Res. 42, Providing for consideration of H.R. 
7, the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion and 
Abortion Insurance Full Disclosure Act of 
2015, I am not recorded because I was absent 
for medical reasons. Had I been present, I 
would have voted NAY. 

On January 22, 2015, on Roll Call #44 on 
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 7, I 
am not recorded because I was absent for 
medical reasons. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA. 

On January 22, 2015, on Roll Call #45 on 
Passage of H.R. 7—No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion and Abortion Insurance Full Disclo-
sure Act of 2015, I am not recorded because 
I was absent for medical reasons. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
51 I was unable to vote because my flight to 
Washington was cancelled due to inclement 
weather. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yes. 

f 

HONORING FRANK P. MATTHEWS, 
JR. 

HON. BRAD ASHFORD 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Frank P. Matthews, Jr. for his 

dedication and commitment to improving the 
Omaha community he has called home for so 
many years. On Friday, Mr. Matthews was 
named by St. Cecilia Elementary School as 
the first recipient of its Bernadette ‘‘Bonnie’’ 
Pryor Distinguished Alumnus Award for his 
continued service to the school. Mr. Matthews 
is the son of the late Frank P Matthews, the 
49th United States Secretary of the Navy from 
1949–1951 and United States Ambassador to 
Ireland from 1951–1952. The late Mr. Mat-
thews installed many admirable values in his 
son, including service to one’s country as well 
as the importance of giving back. Mr. Mat-
thews took this advice, and following gradua-
tion from Creighton Preparatory High School 
and completion of a correspondence course, 
served in an Army gunnery unit from 1942– 
1946. During this time, Mr. Matthews studied 
Chinese in anticipation of his deployment 
there; however Japan surrendered, ending the 
war. After the war, Mr. Matthews earned a 
Juris Doctorate from Creighton University Law 
School. He and his partner Martin Cannon, 
practiced for many years, in the Matthews and 
Cannon Law Building. In the 1960’s Mr. Mat-
thews pooled together resources so as to buy 
shares in a new company led by the young 
Warren Buffett. Having the advantage of early 
participation, Mr. Matthews has echoed his fa-
ther’s credence of good will by giving back at 
least half of what he has earned from this in-
vestment. Since his retirement at 65, Mr. Mat-
thews has spent the past 30 years with his 
late wife, Helen, traveling the world and expe-
riencing new things. Throughout this time he 
has enriched the lives of so many Omahans 
through his service and commitment to the 
community. Mr. Speaker it is with great pleas-
ure that I recognize Mr. Frank Matthews for 
his and his family’s achievements and service 
to our great state and this great country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NANCY CONNER’S 30 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Nancy Conner’s 30 years of 
committed service to the people of Tullytown 
Borough. 

Tullytown lays on the southern edge of 
Lower Bucks County along the Delaware 
River, between Falls and Bristol Townships, 
and includes part of historic Levittown—the 
embodiment of the American dream for fami-
lies who returned home after World War II. 
Levittown—and Tullytown—has an important 
place in our local history, and one that is only 
strengthened by the individuals that live and 
work there. 

For three decades, Nancy has attended to 
the needs of her neighbors and community 
through her service as Council Secretary of 
Tullytown Borough. Her thoughtful and dedi-
cated work has earned the praise of her peers 
and added to the success of her hometown. 

The continued efforts of involved individuals, 
like Nancy, make my District of Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, a special one to represent. 

I thank Nancy for dutifully executing her role 
as Council Secretary for the last 30 years and 
wish her all the best in her next 30. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,085,063,837,781.82. We’ve 
added $7,455,417,108,597.12 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRE-
SERVING ACCESS TO MANUFAC-
TURED HOUSING ACT 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
discuss my bill, the Preserving Access to Man-
ufactured Housing Act. My legislation makes 
two important changes to regulations that 
could affect the accessibility of financing op-
tions for purchasers of manufactured homes. 

Manufactured housing serves as a valuable, 
affordable housing option for American fami-
lies all across our nation. Unfortunately, due to 
CFPB mortgage regulations that do not reflect 

the unique nature of the manufactured home 
sales process, access to financing for manu-
factured homes is in serious jeopardy. My bill 
would modify the definition of high-cost loans 
so that manufactured housing loans are not 
unfairly swept under the high-cost loan des-
ignation simply due to their size. 

Additionally, the Act will clarify that manu-
factured housing retailers who are not en-
gaged in financing loans should not be consid-
ered mortgage loan originators for purposes of 
heightened regulation and limitation on activity 
under the SAFE Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in the 
House (and Senate) to support me in passing 
the Preserving Access to Manufactured Hous-
ing Act, in order to ensure continued avail-
ability of this affordable housing option. 
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